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Message from the editor

Can you believe that a month of 2009 has already passed us by?

Al ready this year wedve had our first dri

Hamdan Street. We had a great roll up with members and friends appreciating the
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors, given the pleasant cooler weather and the
convenience for members |living up the oth
for the perfect venue for our get together has not stopped there. The next drinks
night, to be held at Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya on Thursday, 5 February is also well
locatedand has reasonable drink prices. For

eventso. The monthly dinner Coll een org
patronized and a great success.

A big highlight of the month for Australia here in Abu
Dhabi was t he Vi sit by Aust
Quentin Bryce. Committee members were lucky enough
to be invited by the Australian Ambassador, Jeremy Bruer,
an avid supporter of Aussies Abroad, to meet her and tell
her all about what we do here in Abu Dhabi.

e Lo
And although Australia Day was officially 26 January (Happy Australia Day to all), you
will be able to celebrate with other Australians at our special event at Le Royal
Meridien on Saturday 31 January. Tony has done a great job of organizing and
marketing this very important event (you may have heard his interview on Radio 2),
so if you havendt taken the opportunity o
opportunity of buying them when you get t
family day, with a great Aussie barbecue, our very own bush band, the Boolas, who
has been flown in by Etihad, and free use of the pool for kiddies and adults alike.

So what have we got in this issue of the newsletter? A highlight this month is the Terry
Fox Run for Cancer Research on 20 February. See Forthcoming Events . Web r e
keen for you to join the AusBG-Aussies Abroad team and make a donation to a great
cause by buying one of our Aussies Abroad t-shirts for AED10 with the total amount
being handed to the Terry Fox Committee as a donation towards the event cause.

Also in the newsletter are the last of a series of profiles of our Committee members.
We hope the profiles have given you a chance to get to know us a little better.

The Special Interest Article this month is from Keith, one of our Aussies Abroad
members, who has generously given a personal account about what can happen if
you lose your passport in the UAE. Perhaps a good reminder to all of us how critical it
is we keep them safe.

Then thereds news about all/l our ot huwdng details
of the next drinks night, as mentioned above, dinner, coffee morning and great
discounts from our sponsors.

So we hope you enjoy the read and look forward to your continuing patronage.
Cheers

Helen Organ
Aussies Abroad Newsletter Editor
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Community Noticeboard

Australian Travel Advice and Embassy News

As Australians living in Abu Dhabi, we are very privileged to have the Australian Embassy right on
our doorstep in the Al Mariah Centre, with the being Consulate in Dubai. The Embassy website i
should be your first source of information when planning to come to the United Arab Emirates, on
arrival and throughout your time here. When you first arrive, you are also strongly encouraged to

The Austra

in Abu Dhabiencourage

register your details. all Australians living or

For further information, go to http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/ and http://smartraveller.gov.au.

AusBG

AusBG is the official business group representing the Australian business community in Abu
Dhabi. Established over two years ago, with the support of the Australian Embassy, AusBG has
over 190 members. For more details about AusBG, email office@ausbgnet or visit the website at

www.ausbg.net.

Auskick @

Auskick has restarted for 2009, every Friday at 10.00am at the helipad on Karamah Street. We otter :
family based activity for boys and girls between the ages of 4 and 12. We wanitarage children
between 8 and 12 but need some more participants. Come along with your children and prepare to hi
some fun for an hour or seContact Mike atabudhabiauskick@hotmail.cofar further desils or if you
need a map of the location and/or want your name added to the mailing list about forthcoming activitit

AFL in Abu Dhabi

The Abu Dhabi Falcons 7 the AFL Club here in Abu Dhabi i is looking for players and
sponsors. For more information, contact Mick Uberti at mickuberti@abudhabifalcons.com or
mobile: +971 50 9027583 or visit the website at www.abudhabifalcons.com.

Abu Dhabi women’s clubs
New to the UAE or arriving soon and wanting to meet other like-minded women? Contact:

Abu Dhabi Ladies Coffee Mornings

Hilton Corniche every Weds 10.00am-12 noon
President: Kay Bunney

Tel: +971(0)2 644 2177

Website: www.abudhabiladies.ae

Khalifa Ladies Network/Khalifa Living
Tel: +971 50 908 7995
Website: www.khalifaliving.com

The Gallipoli Houses
More than a bed for t he

Located in an authentic Turkish village, the Gallipoli Houses isjustast oneds
he Helles and Suvla sectors a pleasant 20 minutes drive away.

his small, comfortable hotel is ideal for those looking for peace and quiet in a prime location.

travelling overseas to
register with the
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade by
visiting
www.orao.dfat.gov.au

ATheAussiesAbroadis
a community based
organisation dedicate(
to the promotion of
Australan culture in the
UAE. ©

phone: + 90 -286 -814 26 50 e-mail: talk2us@gallipoli.com.tr www.gallipoli.com.tr
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Dondt | ose your passport

The week before Christmas my son came to visit me in Abu Dhabi. He intended to stay with me for one week
before going on to Singapore to join his partner and her family for New Year , and then going back to Australia. We
had a wonderful time; he had many new and exciting experiences.

On the morning he was leaving for Singapore he said ,0 Da d , I candt paemp o oturbed héd/e my
apartment upside down, searching in the most unlikely places, but no sign of the passport. With much reluctance
and hand-ringing, h e called Etihad and re -scheduled his flight to Singapore . Even though my son had assured me he
had not taken it out of the apartment, | phoned the hotel in Dubai where we had stayed for the past couple of days

in the off -chance that he had leftit there. But alas, after a thorough search of the room by the staff, it was

nowhere to be found.

What to do next? Report the loss at the police station. The language barrier presented a bit of a problem but the

sense of it was o0dono6t tell us, tell i mmi grationdéd. So,
would handle it and for me notto  worry (yeh, sure), to report the lost passport. What he experienced then was
four hours of going from official to official, filling out and collecting forms, with the whole process being in Arabic

and my son being oblivious to what was being said or what the forms were for.

He then went to the Australian Embassy where they took him through the process of getting an emergency
passport. The Embassy staff was enormously helpful and efficient & he was issued with an emergency passport
within 24 hours.

Alsmoot h sailing from there €é or so we thought é wuntil
s o n 6-scheduted flight to Singapore. We were met yet by another obstacle.  Passport control would not accept
his emergency passport. They told hi m he had to have another form stamped and signed by the Civil Court, the

Prosecutorods Court, the Labour Court and the Shariah C
during his stay in Abu Dhabi. This, they assured him, would take only 15  minutes at the Judicial Courts. One small
problem - it was Thursday, the first day of a three day public holiday and the courts would not re-open until

Sunday. So we had no alternative than to re -schedule his flight yet again. Then another little hic cup. The Sheikh
of Umm al -Quwain sadly passed away on Friday and Sunday was declared a day of mourning.

Taking a few deep breaths and counting to ten, we patiently traipsed around the Courts on Monday for another
four hours, finally getting all the neces  sary signatures and stamps.

But would you believe it (and you probably would), my son sti | | coul dndt get throu
The problem? Di f f er ent passport control of ficers who didndnt k
another two interviews by two senior passport officials who, with a stroke of luck and much to my great relief,
finally stamped his passport and let him through onto the plane. | know heds mythaighbthe Wwas heret h «
for life was daunting by this time! And although we were both philosophical about the whole experience in the end,
the s ad thing was he missed joining his partner in Singapore for a romantic New Year  , being obliged to fly directly
back to Sydney.

I~

Moral of the story - Whateveryoudo, dondét | ose your passp he UAE

Postscript: The day before my son flew out, the hotel in Dubai phoned to say they had found his passport down the
back of a table in the room where we had stayed!

Editords remar ks: I hechatrthed hotekriroDubaidknowsethe ifamity hagne wedl. UArcertain
father had left his trousers there only 3 months previously, when staying for a weekend. No relation to an ex -
Australian Prime Minister, but certainly gives credit to the cliche, OLi leeg ,f dtitke sonod6é. .
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Forth coming events 0 dates for your diary

Terry Fox Run for Cancer Research

Aussies Abroad, in association with AusBG, welcomes you to participate, as part of a combined team, in the
14th Terry Fox Run for Cancer Research to be held on Friday, February 20, 2009 in Abu Dhabi.

The Terry Fox Run, named in honour of Canadian amputee runner Terry Fox who at 21, attempted to run
across Canada to raise money for cancer research, is no| onger just a Canadian tradition. Countries around

the world stage annual events in support of Terry's dream of finding a cure for cancer. Q!Q/g
The Run is a non-competitive event where people get together as individuals, families and groups to raise XY
moneyinTer ryds name. You can walk, run or rollerbl ad 7
As in the past, there is no registration fee to participate but donations are welcome. And what the Aussi es

Abroad Committee will do is issue you with an Aussies Abr oad t-shirt for every 10 Dirhams you donate
through the Committee to the charity.

This 8.5 km run begins at the parking lot near Sheraton Abu Dhabi Hotel & Resort and travels in a circuit
down the Corniche. Registration opens at 8:00 am on February 20. Ru n starts at 10:00 am.

Should you wish to join the AusBG -Aussies Abroad team, contact Mohanned at  aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com.

Monthly Aussie Drinks g@
>

Where: Third Avenue, Hotel Sheraton Khalidiya, corner of Zayed 1% Street (7" or Elektra) and 26™ streets
When: Thursday 5 February, 6.30pm onwards (happy hours end at 7.00pm). Drinks are reasonably priced.

Also, pencil in your diary the following dates for the rest of the year: 5 March, 2 April, 7 May, 4 June, 2
July, 6 August, 3 September, 1 October, 5 November, 3 December.

fnAussiesAbroad

Contact Anna for further details on aussiedrinks@aussies-abroad.com ) core values are
_ /6 Sharing, Caring an

Monthly Coffee Mornings \d\“ Cultural

For AED10, come along to the coffee morning, kindly being hosted by Eddy Stachow (we love the view Understandino

from E&E's) on Thursday 26 February from 10.00am to 12 noon. A big Thank You to Eddy for hosting
again.

Eddy 6 sisatpApt49%04eMermaid/Damac/Fitworx Bldg, Zayed 1st Street (7th or Elektra) Khalidiya.
Please call Louise Jones 050 4929 462 or Eddy 050 813 4354

If anyone would like to host an Aussies Abroad Coffee Morning it would be greatly appreciated.
reimburse you of any costs involved

Monthly Dinner

Dinner for the month with be heldn Friday 20 February at 7.30pm at Al Ibrahingilekta Street (2 doors down fror
the Sands Hotel).L i Q& | @SNB ¢Sttt (1y26y YR LI GNBYAT SR 43 |
per person. The Créme Caramellthough not very Pakistanishs to die for! For before/after drinks, we

recommend either the Crown Plaaiirectly in line with the restaurant ilamdan Street, or The Sands Hotel, two
doors away.

Please send an email to Helenaatssiesinabi@gmail.cory Wednesday, 18 Februamiving her details of numbers
FGGSYRAYIS AT 82d2QR tA1S G2 22Ay d&a® 2§ K2LIS i3 {} {}
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Sponsorship and Benefits

ETIHAD

V{ &
J €

x Etihad airways Sl=ill
x Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) , )
x Leightons -

x DBI Designs mla

MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

x Paspaley Jewellery

< Fosters DE PASPALEY

JLLEIGHTON

\‘\‘h; V4
V. SMATS sSmatearous For all your Australian finance, taxation,
Vv A"IEd PiCkade w"'.mi:""‘;'; property and migration requirements.
V Al Tamimi and Company LLIED
V Emirates Link Group & ‘Ha{lmps' \NY e ¢
The Careful Movers -

AussiesAbroad has secured benefits from the following sponsors for members.

Discounts are offered to registerediussiesAbroad members.

* DHL (30%) * Agatha Jewellery- Al Wahda Mall (10%)
* Sharanis Spa (10%) * Cyclone Tours (20%)
* GMP (10%) * Reem (10%)

For more information about our generous sponsors visit the AussiesAbroadwebsite:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com.

Sponsorship opportunities are available to interested companies wishing to be associated with Aussies
Abroad For more information contact the Public Relations Officer, Tony Palladino at pr@aussies-

abroad.com
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Page 5 of 5}}


http://www.etihadholidays.com/holidays/home.aspx
http://www.mla.com.au/default.htm
http://www.dbidesign.com.au/
http://www.damasjewel.com/
http://www.leighton.com.au/link.asp?id=22244
http://www.fosters.com.au/enjoy/beer.htm
http://www.uae.embassy.gov.au/
http://www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com/
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:pr@aussies-abroad.com

Monthly Newsletter Aussies Abroad

Member services and lots more
Employment opportunities

o
With the Aussies-Abroad Newsletter having a wide membership base, good circulation and even a wider A%/
network, this might just be the place to promote yourself for employment (Aussies Abroad members only) or (\ = &
advertise for vacancies and find that right person. Contact Helen Organ at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com T\ (%
for further details. \/,\\, d

Exchange market

Jan and her family are leaving Abu Dhabi on the 5th February and have the following items for sale:.

* Computer Desk 300 AED  * Double Wardrobe 400 AED * 4 Burner Stove/Oven 400 AED
* Refrigerator 700 AED * Washing Machine 400 AED * Lounge 3x2x2 Mustard & Blue 1,000 AED
* Microwave 100 AED * Kitchen Table 250 AED  * 6 Kitchen Chairs 300 AED

* Coffee Tables 1+2 300 AED * Curtains T neutral colour for 3 bedrooms 800 AED  * Various kitchen items

Telephone Jan on Mobile: 050 901 4962f you are interested in any of the above items.

Pauline is looking for a late model medium sized car or small 4 wheel drive in the 40,000 7 50,000dhs price
range. If you can help her out please contact Pauline on Mobile: 0505367380

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhhkkkkkkx

Opportunity for a professional person to share very large 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom apartment in bank building close to
Rotana Beach/Abu Dhabi Mall, with built-ins, huge lounge dining, fully fitted kitchen and corner balconies either end of the
apartment. Great views from all rooms out Reem Island. Initial costs (with fees) $190,000 p.a. per person

Email Anne before 8 February at Dr.Hayespratt@gmail.com

Please contact Helen Organ, aewsletter@aussiesbroad.comif you with to place your Exchange Mart
advertisement.

Artsie Aussie

Aussies Abroad has introduced an arts register - Artsie Aussie - for members intereste d in the arts.
You don't have to be a serious art/music lover or culture vulture to register. If you like going to
concerts, exhibitions, galleries, museums, films and plays, Artsie Aussie is for you.

Anna Roganis coordinating the register, sending deta ils of arts events to those who have signed up.

0 | ¢ dtwo-way process," she says, "l expect contributions from members - news of events I'm not
aware of, suggestions and recommendations. The info is then collated and circulated to allon  my
mailing listo. "Now we have Artsie Aussie going, we can arrange small-group visits to certain events, so
that members who have nobody to go with need not go solo."”

State your area/s of interest and membership number by sending her an email at artsregister @aussies-
abroad.com.

Page 6 of 6


mailto:newsletter@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:artsregister@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:artsregister@aussies-abroad.com
mailto:Dr.Hayespratt@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@aussies-abroad.com

Aussies-Abroad

Monthly Newsletter

Aussies Abroad Committee Member Profiles

If you are in Aussies Abroad and have been to
some of our wonder f ul
President, Mohanned, who speaks on our behalf to
welcome you all along and encourage you to join
in. He is also our current longest serving member
on the Committee.

Mohanned, we know you are not originally from
Australia, so where did you grow up?
ABahraino.

What made you decide to come to Abu Dhabi?
il wa s
Australia) before coming to Abu Dhabi. Leaving
Australia was probably one of the hardest
decisions | had to take. It was mainly to give my
kids the chance to spend more time with their
grandparents (they are not getting any younger) in
Bahrain and Lebanono.

How long have you been here? A T hi s fifths

year. It still seems like yesterday when we arrived
hereo.

What do you like about Abu Dhabi? #A Th

people. UAE Nationals are some of the nicest and
most genuine people | have interacted with. The
city is quiet, clean and peaceful (most of the time).
The desert has its

What do you miss about Australia? i Wh a t

I miss?! My house, the seasons, nature, the
greenery, the train and the tram. Where do |
stop?o0

What advice can you give newcomers to Abu
Dhabi? ASign up to
open mind and try new things. Familiarise
yourselves with the customs of the country, and
find out the DOs and DON'Ts as soon as possible.
Make the most of being an expatriate (financially).
And most of al/l Have

OF O
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Tania is our newest Committee membera nd h ¢
wasted time in fitting right in there and taking on
responsibilities wherever they are called for.

Tania, w here did you grow up in Australia?
fDarwin i where the men are men and so are the
women!o

What made you decide to come to Abu

Dhabi? BA great job opportunity for my husband
coupled with the chance to gain more family time
together. The latter has yet to happen, but it willld

How long have you been here? fFive months
in Abu Dhabi, although
for 3 ¥ years living mainly in Muscat, Oman.o

What do you like about Abu Dhabi? Al love the
excitement and buzz, and the knowledge that just
about anything can happen here. | love being so
close to the rest of the world. | love seeing how
other cultures work and cataloguing the similarities
and differences between us. Oh, | also love how
you can do a U turn just about anywhere! 0

What do you miss about Australia? My family
and friends. Huge thunderstorms. Systems that
work efficiently. My job. Cherry Ripes. i Ro ar
Fortiesbo bl ue cheese w
paste. My pet Golden Retriever, Milo. The ABC
television progra mme , A Spi cks oand

What advice can you give newcomers to Abu
Dhabi? fBe easy on yourself. Remind yourself if
you get one thing done
Make good use of organisations like Aussies
Abroad to meet and make friends. We 6 r lein
pretty much the same boat and we help each other

outt. Accept i nvitations t
normally go i you never know what might
happen.o
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Inside
Aussies Abroad

AussiesAbroad
PO Box 53796
Abu Dhabi UAE

President: Mohanned Hourani
Tel: 055 781 5807

Web:
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com

Email: aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com

Sal am, G¢
Making friends
all the way

Advertising opportunities

If your company would like to
advertise with Aussies Abroad,
there are a range of options on offer.
Please contact Public Relations
Officer, Tony Palladino for more
information and details pr@aussies-
abroad.com

Note i about our Newsletter
Please feel free to circulate our
Newsletter to all your friends and
colleagues.

AussieAbroad regrets that it cannot accept liability
for error or omissions contained in this publication,
however caused. The opinions and views contained
in this publication are not necessarily those of
AussiesAbroad or the editor(s) of this Newsletter,
nor does Aussies Abroadnecessarily endorse the
use of any products or services appearing in any
paid advertisements.
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Aussies Abroad Membership

Are you a financial member of Aussies
Abroad? Chances are that if you
havendt received
personally delivered to your email
address, you have a good Aussies

To join up, you can access the
membership form on-line or speak to any
of the committee members.

Membership fees are as follows:

Abroaql member for a friend who has 1 Individual fee: Dhs75 per person***
passed it on to you to encourage you to

join. 9 Family fee Dhs100 per family ***
And why not? Please Note: Membership cards can be

collected at all AussiesAbroad functions.
Just ask for Eddy either at a bar night, a
dinner function or at the coffee mornings,
the cards are always available for
collection at these functions.

As well as the benefit of receiving your
own copy of the monthly Aussies
Abroadnewsletter delivered to your
PC, you will also be entitled to:

1 generous discounts from supporting

4 f If you are a financial member but are not
service providers

getting the newsletter please contact
Eddy at treasurer@aussies-abroad.com
with your preferred or updated email
address.

9 invitations to Aussie social
functions, dinners, drinks and
family activities

As we are a not-for-profit organisation

any money left in our bank accounts at

the end of the year above our operating
costs will be donated to a selected
charity.

1 Member ID card (can be used to
receive special discounts)

T Membersdé area a
www.aussiesabroad-abudhabi.com
website

9 Exclusive opportunities to advertise,

view company appointments /
vacancies on offer and contribute to
the exchange section. See details
for these items under Member
Services.

*** Contact Eddy at
treasurer@aussies-abroad.com tO
join or renew your
membership.

Newsletter Contributions

We encourage all our members to contribute articles of general interest and ideas to the
Aussies Abroad Newsle t t e r . After all, itbés vy«
interesting and community spirited when it comes from you.

Just send your story to the editor, Helen Organ, at newsletter@aussies-abroad.com by
21st of each month.

Please note:If you are no longer in the UAE and wish to unsubscribe to the
newsletter, please email us at aussiesinabudhabi@gmail.com.
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